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The United States and Hamas have held their first direct talks since the Gaza truce

began, in an effort to move forward the fragile US-brokered ceasefire. According to

Hamas sources, the meeting took place in Cairo, where Hamas pressed for Israel to fully

meet its phase one obligations, including halting strikes and allowing more humanitarian

aid, before any shift to the next stage. Negotiations remain stalled over demands for

Hamas to disarm, with both sides accusing each other of violating the agreement. The

talks come amid continued Israeli strikes in Gaza and growing concern that the ceasefire

process could collapse.

Japan pledges
$10bn to help

Asian countries
deal with oil

crisis

Japan has pledged $10bn to help Asian countries, particularly in Southeast Asia,
secure oil and energy supplies as the region faces disruption from the Iran war. Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi announced the initiative after a virtual meeting with Asian
leaders, saying the framework will support crude oil and petroleum procurement,
protect supply chains, and expand reserves. Leaders from countries including the
Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Bangladesh, and South Korea
welcomed the plan. Tokyo also stressed that the measure would not undermine
Japan’s domestic energy security despite growing regional concerns over oil
shortages and rising prices.
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Diplomatic efforts to pressure Israel into accepting a ceasefire in Lebanon have

intensified following unprecedented direct talks between Lebanese and Israeli officials

in Washington. A senior Lebanese official said a full ceasefire remains a nonnegotiable

condition before any formal peace negotiations can begin, stressing that Lebanon will

not compromise on its territory. While the meeting marked a major diplomatic shift and

was seen by some as a bold step, major obstacles remain. Fighting continues on the

ground, internal political divisions persist, and Israel maintains that no ceasefire

agreement can move forward unless Hezbollah is dismantled.
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Despite years of criticism: Tesla's
"Autopilot" now approved in Europe

for the first time.
1.2MTesla

FC Bayern celebrates in the Champions
League thriller against Real Madrid.
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